The Association is strongly of opinion that the interests 6f the patients and of the community as a whole, the progressive education and training of doctors and nurses, and the prosecution and advance of scientific research will be best served and provided for in the scheme by the retention of the voluntary hospital system."
He said the resolution dealt with two questions. The first was the mere question of the formation of a Ministry of Health, and it could be said at once that the proposal to form such a Ministry' was meeting with the support of the nation and the medical profession alike. The interests of this meeting were mainly situated in the future of the voluntary hospital system. That system was one of the great links with the past of which the nation generally had most reason to be proud. It had endured for many centuries, and through great national upheavals. One had only to look at the institution in which the meeting was now assembled after the great upheaval in the time of Henry VIII. and the loss of the hospital's charter at that date. The nation felt the value of the institutions of this class to an extent which obliged the next monarch, Edward VI., to Testore the charter and a portion of its property. The voluntary hospital system as it existed now had formed the basis on which the whole hospital system of this country was founded, and it was one of which we might justly be proud. Moreover, the 
